Week 1

Thank you to everyone who attended our United Way Kick-off Meetings this week.  We are fortunate to work for a company that has chosen to Join the Fight in our community, joining fellow businesses and their employees in United Way’s goal to move 10,000 Wabash Valley households to financial stability.

If you missed our United Way Kick-off, please take a look at the videos here to learn more about ALICE in our community and United Way’s fight against poverty.   United Way of the Wabash Valley is unique in the way it makes an impact in the community.   United Way’s history of leadership enables them to spearhead comprehensive, community-wide change.  

[image: ]As we learned, the fight against poverty takes many forms.  One of the focus areas for United Way is their Success By 6 initiative to promote early childhood development to ensure children enter school ready to succeed.

Just a small program to increase parents reading with children can lead to a break in the cycle of poverty in our community.  A small investment of just $50 can provide a United Way “Book Box” at a childcare facility in our community.  

During our United Way Resource Drive over the next few weeks, we hope you will choose to Join the Fight.  

Please turn in your pledge card to [name] by [date] to be eligible for our incentives.  

Thanks, and have a great week.



Week 2

[image: ]Our local United Way wants you to meet ALICE.  A multi-state study—completed by Rutgers University in partnership with United Ways around the country—showed a growing segment of our population in the Wabash Valley is working, but not able to attain financial stability.  The ALICE Report can help our community understand how poverty is more than a federal government statistic, and involves real, struggling working families.

ALICE is an acronym that means Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed.  To break our cycle of generational poverty, we must get past the stigma that poverty is about laziness or lack of will power.  

[image: ]There is no “one size fits all” answer, and no one person or organization can do it alone.  United Way is building a collective movement of people and organizations to tackle the complex issue of poverty and the dilemma of struggling working families within our community.
[image: ]
When you touch someone’s life through your support of United Way’s Community Impact Fund, you create a ripple effect that strengthens our entire community.  Please restore HOPE with your actions and help United Way move 10,000 families to financial stability.

If you would like to donate, please turn in your pledge card to [name] by [date] to be eligible for our incentives.  

Thanks, and have a great week.


Week 3

[image: C:\Users\RichardP\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\YSNPQY4J\People Goal (004).jpg]We’re wrapping up our United Way Resource Drive this week and we hope all of our employees have had the time to learn more about United Way and consider investing in the Community Impact Fund.  We’re hopeful that many will Join the Fight against poverty in the Wabash Valley.

United Way’s new direction and bold goal to decrease our ALICE population (www.unitedwayalice.org) by providing focused support for struggling working families makes it so clear that our local United Way is not about a money goal, but rather a people goal.  This is why our company wants employees to know what its all about and have the chance to invest in our future.

Have ever found yourself wondering why we go through the effort of this United Way drive each year, when seemingly many issues and challenges should seem to take higher priority?  We know that our business must be about more than just the “widgets” we make.  Our employees spend more time living and growing in this community we call home than they do here at our workplace.  Therefore, we join hundreds of other local businesses in doing our part to improve this community we call home and asking our employees to Join the Fight.

The last opportunity to turn in a pledge card is [date], so please submit them to [name].  Thank you so much for taking the time to learn about United Way and how you can help.  Small things really do matter.  A donation to the Community Impact Fund really can change the face of our Wabash Valley.
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community better understand how poverty is more than a federal government statistic, and involves real struggling working
families — often the participants in our conversations.

17% of households in our community are
below the Federal Poverty line.
BUT 40% are below ALICE .

Households in Wabash Valley by Income 2010 - 2014

Meet ALICE:

ALICE is a hardworking member of the community who is
employed yet does not earn enough to afford the basic
necessities of life.

Asset Limited ® Income Constrained  Employed

ALICE earns above the federal poverty level, but does not earn
enough to afford a bare-bones household budget of housing,
child care, food, transportation, and health care. The United Way
ALICE Reports use new measures to provide a more accurate
picture of financial insecurity in local communities.
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For more information on ALICE visit: UnitedWayAlice.org 22% 24% 23%
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Struggling individuals and families face important daily decisions about what they need to do
to survive. We understand that family stability and economic success can only happen if
individuals are mentally and physically healthy, self-sufficient, and living in communities t|-
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FORM YOUR ENTIRE COMMUNITY WITH A GIFT TO THE UNITED WAY COMMUNITY IMPACT FUND!

life is tough for struggling families. Stability and
c success can only happen if people are mentally
hysically healthy, self-sufficient, and living in
ommunities they are proud to call home.
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 movement of people and organizations to tackle
ex issue of poverty and the dilemma of struggling
wvorking families within our community. For a full list of current community partners visit: UWWV.org/Partners

Why I LIVE UNITED

abash Valley is a beautiful place to call home, but too many of our friends and neighbors are
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